
Rhythms of the Sea



Famous for his countless scenic oceanic 
murals of life-sized images of whales, 
dolphins, sea turtles and general sea 
life (which can be viewed all around 

the world), renowned marine life artist 
Wyland called on alto saxophonist 

Vincent Herring to gather a stellar cast 
of New York City-based jazz musicians 

for this unusual recording project.  In 
so doing, he has brought together the 

limited societal awareness with regards 
to jazz and its dedicated practitioners 

along with his ongoing efforts toward 
conservation education as a conduit to 

deliver a dual message for the betterment 
of both. 

Marine life conservation and the 
struggles of the jazz musician share 

many similar day-to-day survival stories 
brought on by contemporary society. As 

with Wynton Marsalis’ Jazz at Lincoln 
Center, the project reaches out with 

accessible music to a youthful generation. 
This is THE next generation whose actions 

and awareness will shape the future of 
the oceans and – ultimately – the planet. 

And, much like jazz, which continues 
under a vibrant tradition that is passed 
down from one generation to the next, 

these youngsters will point the way to 
the future with hope, knowledge and 

respect.

The project was arranged and produced 
by Herring, who called upon frequent 

collaborators such as trumpeter Jeremy 
Pelt, pianist/keyboardists Anthony 

Wonsey and Nat Adderley, Jr., conch 
shell (and trombone) maestro Steve 

Turre (whose shell collection naturally 
bridges the world of oceanic life with

its ancient-to-trombone sounds) and 
cellist Akua Dixon. Noted for his fine 
Cannonball Adderley-inspired alto 
work, Herring also performs on soprano 
sax and flute.  Christened by Wyland 
as Earth Jazz Agents, this talented 
group performs music heard herein that 
corresponds with the diversity and lively 
energy of jazz and marine life.

From “Flow”, “Sacred Seas”, and “Ocean 
Paradise” to “Turtle Time”, “Rhythms 
of the Sea”, “Ocean of Light” and 
“Endangered Species”, featured vocalist 
Paulette McWilliams connects Wyland’s 
environmentally-conscious, marine-
centric thoughts and words into song. 
Wyland himself composed lyrics for six 
of these seven songs that McWilliams 
sings and even makes a brief cameo on 
“Endangered Species” by adding spoken 
word over the backing vocals of 
Andromeda’s repeated refrain of “Protect 
our planet.”  Says Wyland: “Today we must 
not only see the planet with our eyes, but 
we must care for it with our heart.”  His 
compassion in words with music cannot 
be underestimated.  It is ultimately a call 
to action.  An inspiration through the 
many educational programs he partakes 
in that take him to national and 
international destinations year-round, 
and now, with this debut music project, 
his goal is clear as the turquoise water of 
a South Pacific island.

Of the instrumentals, which there are 
half a dozen, “Dolphins Delight” - with its 
contemplative balladic opening - features 
the piano trio of Anthony Wonsey with 
bassist Richie Goods and drummer Joris 
Dudli complemented by 



Daniel Sadownick’s multi-percussion. 
Herring eventually enters playing 
a flighty soprano saxophone over 

Sadownick’s island-felt congas, bells 
and shakers.  Turre’s “Flying Fish” is a 

celebratory number, from Herring’s high-
spirited alto lines leading to trumpeter 
Jeremy Pelt’s Hugh Masekela-influenced 

smears, blasts and bent notes, trombonist 
Turre and Wonsey’s soulful upbeat piano. 

The rhythms of conga and drums are 
contagious and picturesque, painting a 

marine scene not only of fish flying, but 
pelicans skimming waves and dolphins 

surging out and back from whence 
they came.  The feel is an ocean full of 

life, as it should be and shall continue 
to be if Wyland and company have 

anything to say about it.  Pelt’s “Ocean 
Oasis” and Vincent Herring’s wife, Anne 

Herring’s composition “Two Worlds” (the 
latter with its strong dose of straight-
ahead solos-filled jazz) feature Pelt on 

flugelhorn, Herring on flute and Turre’s 
trombone (on both) and sea shells

(on the former). 

There is perhaps no stronger element to 
this project than the oceanic shell play 
of Turre, who has collected them from 

around the world and become a bona fide 
master player.  His “Dance of the Shells” 

overdubs his various shells that flirt 
with congas and percussion like schools 

of seahorses in a playful procession 
that eventually fades into the depths. 

Fluttering notes out of his various-size 
shell collection, one following another, 
Turre not only provides a cornucopia of 

sounds and tones to marvel at but he 
also becomes a sight to behold

(particularly when he holds up two and

plays them simultaneously or alternates 
between them).  There are plans by Wyland
to take this show out on the road, and 
I recommend getting as close a seat to 
Turre and his sea shells as possible!

It is the disc’s apt closer (“Whale Song”), 
the session’s apex, that really brings 
Wyland’s message home by pairing 
composer Turre’s once again overdubbed 
shell playing and Dixon’s arco-played 
cello with the as-credited “backing 
vocals” of a recording by the humpback 
whales of the Silver Bank.  It’s a call and 
response - a give and take - that is not 
soon forgettable.  So musical are the 
whales and so subtle is the light tide of 
percussion and Turre’s empathetic conch 
blowing that the two worlds converge 
as one, and a very musical one at that.  It 
is a beauty of music and life, neither of 
which should be taken for granted.  For 
what is one without the other?
 

We can only hope that future 
collaborations between marine life and 
earthbound musicians continue along 
these paths and that we work together to 
learn and help as much as we can to save 
our ocean life and ultimately ourselves 
and the planet we share.

A portion of the Proceeds from the 
sale of this album benefit the Wyland 
Foundation.  For information, please visit 
www.wylandfoundation.org

Laurence Donohue-Greene 
Managing Editor, AllAboutJazz-New York

www.newyork.allaboutjazz.com



2 • Flow: Written by
Paulette McWilliams

& Anne Herring 

Feel the morning sun
As daylight comes

Warming slow
And it makes grass grow

A universal energy
all surrounding harmony 

it is all a natural flow

Dances in the night
Are the stars that light

Our hearts aflame
When love is the aim

Listen to melody
Every where there’s poetry

It is all a natural flow

CHORUS
If we could only
Flow like a river
Flow like nature

Flow like a mountain stream
Flow like the wind, flow like time
Flow like the birds on the breeze

Flow like the laughter 
from the kids in the halls

Flow like the beauty of the waterfalls
Flow.. Flow.. Flow

Life is bittersweet
As we compete

Chasing youth
As we search for the truth

Listen to the rhapsody
A too familiar soliloquy

repeat CHORUS

Vocals: Paulette McWilliams
Piano: Nat Adderley, Jr.
Electric Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli
Percussion: Daniel Sadownick
Alto Saxophone: Vincent Herring

1 • Dance of the Shells:
Written by Steve Turre

Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods
Percussion: Daniel Sadownick

Conch Shells: Steve Turre
Percussion: Steve Turre 



The sky on fire
a shooting star above
Call us to her warmth

Alive and moving
The rhythms we feel give us inspiration

and keep us full of love

What inspiration you are providing
You are a sea of beauty

so warm and inviting
Brings a smile to me

forever in my life
you will always be

Our sacred seas are calling
we all can hear
We need to help protect her
and never shed a tear
If we listen closely
the voice of mother ocean calls upon us 
Now the message is so clear
There’s nothing to fear

What inspiration you are providing 
You are a sea of beauty
so warm and inviting
Brings a smile to me
forever in my life
you will always be

3 • Sacred Seas:  Written by Wyland

Vocals: Paulette McWilliams
Piano: Anthony Wonsey
Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli
Alto Saxophone: Vincent Herring
Trombone: Steve Turre

Sacred Seas • ©Wyland Worldwide, LLC 2005                



Our ocean is a paradise
Beauty everywhere

Us on land, fishes in the sea
Oh, what a paradise
Oh, what a mystery

The music we are feeling
A love for all the ages

To gaze upon your beauty
and all your phases

We can all celebrate
our ocean paradise
See the beauty
hear the siren’s song
One small moment
it won’t be long

The music we are feeling
A love for all the ages
To gaze upon your beauty
and all your phases

4 • Ocean Paradise:  Written by Wyland

Vocals: Paulette McWilliams
Keyboards: Anthony Wonsey

Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli

Alto Saxophone: Vincent Herring
Trombone: Steve Turre

Cello: Akua Dixon

Ocean Paradise • ©Wyland Worldwide, LLC 2002



5 • Turtle Time:  Written by Wyland

Its time to hear the ocean, calling out to us
As turtles drift in currents, out of sight of us
Ancient times remember nomads of the sea
Floating in the ocean with no cares but we 

Turtles swim to be free
floating in the buoyant sea
Lost is time a mystery

The rhythm of the planet
warm hearts beating 
Drifting out to sea
Ancient mysteries 
In every passing moon
the stars and heavens above
Navigating across the oceans
mariners of love

Turtles swim to be free
floating in the buoyant sea
Lost is time a mystery

Turtle time is upon us
The last to swim the sea
Only we can save them
only you and me

Vocals: Paulette McWilliams
Piano: Anthony Wonsey

Electric Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli

Alto Saxophone: Vincent Herring
Backing Vocals: Andromeda
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6 • Flying Fish:
Written by Steve Turre

Piano: Anthony Wonsey
Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli
Percussion: Daniel Sadownick
Alto Saxophone: Vincent Herring
Trumpet: Jeremy Pelt
Trombone: Steve Turre

7 • Ocean Oasis:
Written by Jeremy Pelt

Piano: Anthony Wonsey
Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods

Drums: Joris Dudli
Percussion: Daniel Sadownick

Flute: Vincent Herring
Flugelhorn: Jeremy Pelt

Trombone & Conch Shells: Steve Turre
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If you listen very carefully
you can hear the rhythms of the sea

An ancient song repeating
ever changing

haunting melodies
Leviathans sounding

deep below the surface

The rhythm of the sea
ocean song to set us free

Rhythms of the sea
hear the voice and just be free

I hear your voice calling
in every wave rolling
the motion of the ocean
ancient song of the sea
The gift of life always supreme

The rhythm of the sea
ocean song to set us free
Rhythms of the sea
hear the voice and just be free

Vocals: Paulette McWilliams
Keyboards: Anthony Wonsey

Electric Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli

Alto Saxophone: Vincent Herring
Trombone: Steve Turre

8 • Rhythms of the Sea: Written by Wyland

Rhythms of the Sea • ©Wyland Worldwide, LLC 2007



Ocean of color
ocean of light

Follow the rhythms
drift out to sea

Her warmth we embrace
suddenly gone

without a trace

Oceans of light
dance in my mind

Always reminds me
of the beauty below

Waves pounding
the rocky coast

Moonlight reflecting
lighting our path
Always in motion

so is the ocean

Light that dances
across the sea
Brings to life
for all to be
Lifted by the beauty and serenity
ocean of light in the sea

Ocean of color
ocean of light
Follow the rhythm
that drifts in the night 
Under the stars
moonlight that glows
So is the beauty
breath of the sea

Light that dances
across the sea
Brings to life
for all to be
Lifted by the beauty and serenity
ocean light in the sea

9 • Ocean of Light: Written by Wyland

Vocals: Paulette McWilliams 
Piano & Keyboards: Anthony Wonsey
Electric Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli
Alto Saxophone: Vincent Herring

Ocean of Light • ©Wyland Worldwide, LLC 2006



Ocean of color
ocean of light

Follow the rhythms
drift out to sea

Her warmth we embrace
suddenly gone

without a trace

Oceans of light
dance in my mind

Always reminds me
of the beauty below

Waves pounding
the rocky coast

Moonlight reflecting
lighting our path
Always in motion

so is the ocean

Light that dances
across the sea
Brings to life
for all to be
Lifted by the beauty and serenity
ocean of light in the sea

Ocean of color
ocean of light
Follow the rhythm
that drifts in the night 
Under the stars
moonlight that glows
So is the beauty
breath of the sea

Light that dances
across the sea
Brings to life
for all to be
Lifted by the beauty and serenity
ocean light in the sea

10 • Two Worlds: Written by Anne Herring

Piano: Anthony Wonsey
Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods

Drums: Joris Dudli
Percussion: Daniel Sadownick

Flute: Vincent Herring
Trumpet: Jeremy Pelt

Trombone: Steve Turre

9 • Ocean of Light: Written by Wyland
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11 • Endangered Species:
Written by Wyland

The planet is our home, 
And many other voices calling out,

Let ’s join together and give a shout.
It ’s time for conservation

or we’ll surely pay
It ’s too expensive

if we don’t protect our planet today

Animals large and small 
We must now hear the call

Join together one and all
Protect our planet

Great whales to the smallest minnows
We can care for our friends

They give us inspiration
the earth we must now mend

Animals large and small 
We must now hear the call

Join together one and all
Protect our planet

Vocals: Paulette McWilliams
Keyboards: Anthony Wonsey
Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods
Drums: Joris Dudli
Trombone: Steve Turre
Backing Vocals: Andromeda
Spoken Words: Wyland
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12 • Dolphins Delight: 
Written by Anthony Wonsey

Piano: Anthony Wonsey
Acoustic Bass: Richie Goods

Drums: Joris Dudli
Percussion: Daniel Sadownick

Soprano Saxophone: Vincent Herring

13 • Whale Song: 
Written by Steve Turre

Drums: Joris Dudli
Conch Shells: Steve Turre

Cello: Akua Dixon
Percussion: Joris Dudli

Steve Turre
Wyland

Andromeda

Backing Vocals: 
Humpack whales of the Silver Bank

The Great Whale • ©Wyland Worldwide, LLC 2004



Alto & Soprano 
Saxophone & Flute: 

Vincent Herring

Drums & Percussion: 
Joris Dudli

Piano & Keyboards: 
Anthony Wonsey 

Acoustic & Electric Bass: 
Richie Goods



Vocals: 
Paulette McWilliams

Trombone & Conch Shells: 
Steve Turre

Trumpet & Flugelhorn: 
Jeremy Pelt

Percussion: 
Daniel Sadownick



Piano: 
Nat Adderley, Jr.

Cello: 
Akua Dixon

Vocals: 
Andromeda

Engineers:
Justin Kessler, Stanley 

Wallace, Marc Urselli & 
Lou Holtzman



Executive Producer: 
Wyland



Rhythms of the Sea

A PORTION OF THE PROcEEds FROm THE sAlE OF THIs Album bENEFIT
THE Wyl ANd FOuNdATION • www.wylandfoundation.org

mIssION: 
The Wyland Foundation, a 501(c ) (3) non-profit organization founded in 
1993 by environmental marine life artist Wyland, is dedicated to promoting, 
protecting and preserving the world ’s oceans, waterways and marine life.  
The foundation encourages environmental awareness through educational 
programs, public arts projects and communit y events.

Undoubtedly, one of the greatest tools in the effort to protect our water 
planet is knowledge. Wyland’s art has the unique abilit y to transform all 
who view it to a greater awareness. By bridging the worlds of art and science, 
the Wyland Foundation strives to inspire people of all ages to become bet ter 
stewards of our oceans and precious water resources. The future of our 
planet is in the hands of our children. The Wyland Foundation strives to 
inspire as many people as possible to learn more about our oceans and aquatic 
habitats and the life within them, and to encourage people to get involved.

One person can m ake a difference.

01) Dance of the Shells  (S. Turre - Fruit Tree  Publishing Co - BMI)
02) Flow  (P. McWilliams/A. Herring - Brijaso Music - BMI)

03) Sacred Seas  (Wyland - Wyland Worldwide, LLC - ASCAP)
04) Ocean Par adise  (Wyland - Wyland Worldwide, LLC - ASCAP)

05) Turtle Time  (Wyland - Wyland Worldwide, LLC - ASCAP)
06) Flying Fish  (S. Turre - Fruit Tree  Publishing Co - BMI)

07) Ocean Oasis  (J. Pelt - PeltJazz  Publishing - SESAC)
08) Rhy thms of the Sea  (Wyland - Wyland Worldwide, LLC - ASCAP)

09) Ocean of Light  (Wyland - Wyland Worldwide, LLC - ASCAP)
10) T wo Worlds  (A. Herring - Brijaso Music - BMI)

11) Endangered Species  (Wyland - Wyland Worldwide, LLC - ASCAP)
12) Dolphin ’s Delight  (A. Wonsey - Wonsey Music - BMI)

13) Whale Song  (S. Turre - Fruit Tree  Publishing Co - BMI)
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Rhythms of the Sea Executive Producer:  Wyland
Producer and musical arranger:  Vincent Herring

 Tracks 1, 2, 6, 7, 10 & 12 Recorded April 12-13, 2006
Clinton Recording Studios, New York, NY

Engineer:  Stanley Wallace
Assistant Engineer:  Justin Kessler

Mixed by Stanley Wallace at
Five Walls Studio, Pelham, NY

Mastered by Alan Silverman at
Arf Digital, New York, NY

Tracks 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11 & 13 Recorded March 21, 2007
EastSide Sound, New York, NY

Engineered by Lou Holtzman &  MArc Urselli
Mixed & mastered by Marc Urselli at

EastSide Sound, New York, NY

Original concept and band photography by
Gary Firstenberg ©Firstinphoto 2007

Cover & kelp photography by
Wyland ©Wyland Worldwide, LLC 2007

Creative direction and packaging design by
Gino Beltran ©Wyland Worldwide, LLC 2007

A special thanks to Laurence Donohue-Greene for the 
fabulous liner notes, PAulet te McWilliams & Jamieson 

Trot ter for your talent, time and patience while 
working on the final six arrangements, our legal 

team at Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold, LLP, Robert 
Helfing and Thomas Vidal & the staff at The Wyland 
Foundation, Wyland Galleries & Wyland Worldwide, 
LLC.  Last but not least all the great musicians that 

took part in this unique and amazing experience.  
Without you, this music could not be heard.

This extrordinary music is dedicated to ocean lovers 
throughout the world, created by the most talented 

jazz artists of the 21st century.  so sit back, enjoy the 
music and the message, lift your spirits and fill your 

soul with the rhy thms of the sea .  
good music, doing good.
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